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came similar pronouncementsl of approval of British rule and
requests for British officers.
In larger centres, as in Basra, individuals of importance were
interviewed personally by the Acting Civil Commissioner and
by the Political Officers.2 At Basra, where most of the dignitaries
so interviewed were landowners or had benefited personally
by the British Occupation, the majority of the declarations
were for British Control.3 In Mosul, the ten declarations4 taken
from representatives of religious communities, seven of them
from non-Muslim groups/ asked for British rule directly or for
British protection. Two of the Muslim groups, Kurds, asserted
that they would never live under Arab rule, as did also the
Yazidis of Jabal Sinjar. The other Muslim declaration, repre-
sentative of nearly 65,000 Muslims of Mosul city6 and about
100,000 non-Kurdish Muslims of the wilayet, also asked for
British protection.7
In other districts, notably the Holy Cities, Najaf, Karbala
and Kadhimain, and in Baghdad, the course of the plebiscite
did not run so smoothly nor were the pronouncements so
favourable* In Najaf, 'the subject passed through three stages
as far as the Government officials responsible for conducting it
were concerned. At first sight, it appeared to present no great
1 Self-Determination. Section 4, Kut Declarations, pp. 9-10; Section 8, Hilla
Declaration No, 3 (Musaiyib), p. 16; Section 10, Khanaqin Declaration No. i,
p. so.
2 Monthly Reports, December, 1918. Basra, p. 10; Hilla, p. 14
* Self-Determination: Section i, Basra Declarations, pp. 1-5.
4 Ibid., Section 14, Mosul Declarations, pp. 15-28.
5 Representing 18*3 per cent of the total population of the wilayet, according
to the official estimates of 1918-19, which gave the figures for Mosul Wilayet,
excluding Kirkuk, as:
Muslims:                                 Non-Muslims:
Sunnis   425,813                        Christians  55,370
Shi'Is       22,100                       Jews           13,835
Others        31,180
Total 447,913                            Total    100,385
* Report, Civil Administration of Mesopotamia, 1919, Part I, Mosul (Calcutta,
1920), p. 28, estimated the population of the city at 80,000, of which four-fifths
were Muslims, the remainder being Christians, with a negligible number of Jews.
7 Self-Determination: Section 14, Mosul Declaration, No. 2, p. 26.
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